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 This monument is located in the vicinity 

of Pancoran, South Jakarta. This statue was 

originally an idea of President Sukarno. He 

wanted to make a monument that welcomes the 

new arrivals arriving from Halim 

Perdanakusuma airport. This statue depicts an 

aerospace man, which describes the mastery of 

the Indonesian nation in aerospace.  

Edhi Sunarso designed this statue from 

1964 to 1965. The work of this statue had 

experienced obstacles due to the G30S incident, 

a failed PKI (The Communist Party of Indonesia) 

coup. However, the monument was completed at 

the end of 1966. The process of building the 

statue was often inspected directly by Bung 

Karno, which often made the security forces 

overwhelmed.  

In terms of materials and techniques 

used, the statue was not much different from the 

statues of Edhi Sunarso's work before. The 

difference was only in the process of work in the 

field, Edhi Sunarso was assisted by contractors of 

PT. Hutama Karya and Ir. Sutami. This 

monument depicts the Indonesian mastery of 

aerospace in Indonesia, marked by the possession 

of Defense System Main Device owned by 

Indonesia at the time, in the form of Strategic 

Intercept Mig-21 and Mig-19, as well as Tupolev 

bombers, which made the Dutch yeilded for air 

war against Indonesia in the Irian Jaya dispute 

which until 1962 was still controlled by the 

Dutch.  

  

3. Closing 

Edhi Sunarso is a very influential 

sculptor in Indonesia. The concept in some of his 

works is greatly influenced by the idea of Bung 

Karno. Some of these works are: the West Irian 

Liberation Monument, the Welcome Monument, 

the Aerospace Monument (Monument 

Aerospace), and others. 

The West Irian Liberation Monument 

illustrates the great struggle for the liberation of 

West Irian at the time. The definition of 

liberation in question is free of Dutch colonial 

grip. The Welcome Monument is made with a 

greeting concept of welcoming overseas guests 

who come to Indonesia. The monumental statue 

mentioned above is located in the capital city of 

Indonesia, Jakarta, which has also contributed 

greatly from Governor Henk Ngantung who has 

a background in art in the development and 

creation of Edhi Sunarso's works. 

Edhi Sunarso's work shows a sense of 

nationalism as an Indonesian nation whose 

concepts and skills can be compared boldly 

against other developed countries around the 

world. Edhi Sunarso is also a good example for 

the Indonesian people to produce works that can 

be widely appreciated by the community and can 

be passed on from time to time. 
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